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Hesperia Sustainability Standard Inclusions 

Purpose 

The purpose of the Hesperia Sustainability Standard Inclusions (the Inclusions) is to guide Hesperia Projects in achieving best-

practice sustainability outcomes for the community and environment in which we work in.  

Application 

The Inclusions comprise a set of benchmarks and initiatives which function as a starting point for all Hesperia projects to 

embed in design, construction, and operations. The Inclusions are reviewed both internally and externally for feasibility, and 

those that are appropriate for implementation are documented within the Project Sustainability Strategy. Where an inclusion 

cannot be achieved on a project, Hesperia will review the objective of the inclusion and look for an alternative solution. If the 

objective cannot be achieved the Hesperia Leadership Team will review the issue and approve any required action. 

Context 

The Inclusions have been organised by the five Hesperia Design Principles (Public Good, Ecology and Landscape Led, Identity 

and Sense of Place, Healthy, Safe and Inclusive, and Optimal Use of Resources). Each Design Principle is broken down into the 

‘Initiatives’, which are further broken down into Inclusions for practical implementation in Hesperia projects.  The Inclusions 

are also, in effect, benchmarks that can be measured. Detailed project data is gathered and reported on to assess the efficacy of 

the Inclusions.  

Adoption 

The Inclusions were developed by the Hesperia Sustainability Group in consultation with Hesperia Business Units. The 

Inclusions have been reviewed and formally endorsed by the Managing Director – Ben Lisle.  

  

Version Author Approver Date 

0 Hesperia Sustainability Group Managing Director – Ben Lisle 23 May 2023 

1 Hesperia Sustainability Group Managing Director – Ben Lisle 22 May 2025 
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Full List 

Design 
Principle 

Initiative Sustainability Standard Inclusion  Application 

Certification  Certification Land Certification - 6 Leaf EnviroDevelopment and Waterwise 

Development Gold. 

Land 

Built Form Certification - 5 Star Green Star using the currently 

applicable tool from the Green Building Council of Australia. 

Built Form 

1. Public Good 
 

Community 
Amenity/ 
Facilities 

Open Space - Implement outdoor amenity areas for people to 

interact with and connect. 

Land & 

Built Form 

Community 
Programs 

Community Building - Up to $50,000 for projects with construction 

budget greater than $25 M to be set aside for contributing to 

community programs and initiatives.   

Land & 

Built Form 

Responsible 
Procurement 

Responsible Procurement - Responsible Procurement Plan to be 

developed and delivered.  

Land & 

Built Form 

Responsible Procurement - Main Contractor has signed Hesperia 

Supplier Code of Ethical Conduct. 

Land & 

Built Form 

Aboriginal Procurement - Set a project-specific target prescribing 

minimum days worked by Aboriginals or spend on Aboriginal 

owned businesses in collaboration with the Main Contractor. 

Land & 

Built Form 

2. Ecology 
and 
Landscape 
Led 
 
 

Biodiversity/ 
Landscaping/ 
Water 
 
 

Biodiversity - Maximise retention of trees and vegetation and 

compensate for any necessary clearing with high-quality 

landscaping. Hesperia will maintain a Hesperia Urban Greening 

Policy internally to guide specific outcomes. 

Land & 

Built Form 

Tree Canopy - Set a project-specific canopy target. Hesperia will 

maintain a Hesperia Urban Greening Policy internally to guide 

specific outcomes. 

Land & 

Built Form 

Construction Impacts - Main Contractor to have an ISO 14001 

Certified Environmental Management System. 

Land & 

Built Form 

Rainwater - Rainwater harvesting to be included if viable (typically 

with connection to toilet). 

Built Form 

Light Pollution - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings Credit 

35 Impacts to Nature Minimum Expectation (less than 5% Upward 

Light Output Ratio). 

Built Form 

Renewable 
Energy Transition 
 
 
 
 

Solar and Batteries - All homes and buildings to have rooftop solar 

PV and to investigate viability of a battery. 

Land & 

Built Form 

Renewable Electricity - Where electricity is purchased by Hesperia it 

must be 100% renewably sourced.  

Built Form 

Electric Vehicle Charging - Ensure that infrastructure and capacity 

for electric vehicle charging is provided for dwellings, workplaces, 

and commercial facilities. Hesperia will maintain an Electric Vehicle 

Charging Policy internally to guide specific outcomes. 

Land & 

Built Form 

Climate Change/ 
Emissions 
 
 

Fossil Fuel Free - No gas (except for industrial activities with no 

viable alternative). 

Land & 

Built Form 

Concrete - Low carbon concrete to be used for agreed upon 

applications (e.g., slab, kerbing). 

Land & 

Built Form 
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Design 
Principle 

Initiative Sustainability Standard Inclusion  Application 

 Net Zero Construction - Measure using life cycle assessment, reduce 

through design process, materials selection and construction 

methods, and offset 100% of upfront carbon footprint (modules 1-5 of 

AS 15978). 

Land & 

Built Form 

Refrigerant - If suitable equipment is available, select systems that 

use zero ozone depletion and low global warming potential 

refrigerants. 

Built Form 

Net Zero Operations -  If Hesperia has operational control of the 

building, it must target an operational carbon neutral certification 

(generally Climate Active Building) or otherwise demonstrate Net 

Zero alignment in operation.  

Built Form 

Climate Change – Climate Change Adaptation Plan to be developed 

and delivered.  

Land & 

Built Form 

3. Identity 
and Sense of 
Place 

Heritage   Integrated Design - Investigate, protect and acknowledge heritage in 

the broader area. Hesperia will maintain an internal policy to guide 

specific outcomes.  

Land & 

Built Form 

4. Healthy, 
Safety, and 
Inclusive 

Internal 
Environment 
 
 
  

Safe Materials - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings Credit 13 

Exposure to Toxins Credit Achievement (specified exposure levels 

and on-site testing). 

Built Form 

Air Quality - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings Credit 10 

Clean Air Credit Achievement (100% increase on code). 

Built Form 

Acoustic Comfort - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings 

Credit 12 Acoustic Comfort Credit Achievement (specified noise 

levels). 

Built Form 

Light Quality - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings Credit 11 

Light Quality Credit Achievement (specified lighting properties). 

Built Form 

Accessibility Inclusivity - Relevant guidance from the Liveable Housing Design 

Handbook is included in Design Guidelines. 

Land 

Active Transport - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings Credit 

27 Movement and Place Minimum Expectation (minimum number of 

showers and lockers) and provide a secure facility for bike storage. 

Built Form 

Safety Safety - Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) 

principles applied.  

Land & 

Built Form 

5. Optimal 
Use of 
Resources 
 
 
 

Materials 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Circular Economy - Project will complete a Circularity Review 

during schematic design and incorporate opportunities to improve 

circularity.  

Land & 

Built Form 

Aggregates - Establish a minimum percentage recycled content target 

for subbase with Main Contractor. 

Land & 

Built Form 

Timber - All timber to be sustainably certified. Generally, FSC or 

PEFC specified.  

Land & 

Built Form 

Fill - If virgin fill is required, agree upon a minimum amount of fill to 

be recycled. 

Land & 

Built Form 

Measurement - A detailed materials quantities list to be compiled at 

detailed design and at completion.  

Land & 

Built Form 
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Design 
Principle 

Initiative Sustainability Standard Inclusion  Application 

Construction Built Form Waste - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings Credit 

2 Responsible Construction Credit Achievement (90% landfill 

diversion rate and Demolition Resource Recovery Plan). 

Built Form 

Civil Waste - Contractors will achieve a 90% landfill diversion rate in 

civils works and provide a Resource Recovery Plan for Demolition 

Works. 

Land 

Operational 
Efficiency 

Passive Design - For subdivisions, all detached housing lots should 

be east-west aligned as much as is practical, and for built form, 

occupied areas to be oriented to the north.  

Land & 

Built Form 

Façade - Glazing to achieve balance of high visible light transmission 

with good thermal performance.  

Built Form 

Measurement - Agreement with Main Contractor for metering 

functionality to be tested for accuracy before handover. 

Built Form 

Energy Efficiency – Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings 

Credit 22 Energy Use Credit Achievement (20% reduction in energy 

use). 

Built Form 

Water Efficiency - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings Credit 

25 Water Use Credit Achievement (45% reduction in potable water 

consumption). 

Built Form 

Performance - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings Credit 3 

Verification and Handover Credit Achievement (Independent 

Commissioning Agent to be engaged). 

Built Form 

Operational Waste - Meet requirements of Green Star Buildings 

Credit 4 Responsible Resource Management Minimum Expectation 

(provide sufficient space for waste management). 

Built Form 

 

 


